and this will have an impact on the directions of internationalization. On November 24, 2013, Ukrainian students declared a strike and marched from their universities to the central squares of the major Ukrainian cities, protesting the decision not to sign the EU Association Agreement at the Vilnius Summit-2013.
Such pressures urge post-Soviet universities to become specific in defining their internationalization priorities and to enhance the articulation of an international purpose, vision, and operations.
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BACKGROUND
Ukraine is located between the European Union states and Russia and while not a central player in international education, it maintains a reputation as a country with high standards of teaching and learning. Higher education is perceived by Ukrainians to achieve professional distinction, economic independence, and freedom. During the first week of the 2013 university admission campaign, Ukrainian public universities registered more than 600,000 applications. At an April 2014 international education fair, organized by the Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine, foreign universities are advised that they can access over 8,000 potential students over a three-day period in Kiev alone (edu-abroad.com.ua). While law, business management, economics, and marketing have traditionally been the most popular fields of study, Ukrainian students today are looking to study abroad in finance, information technologies, hotel/hospitality management, tourism, fashion and interior design, and other fields new to the average Ukrainian postsecondary offering. In contrast to the Soviet period when students prioritized entering any university (preferably a Kyiv one) to earn a diploma, current Ukrainian high school graduates choose a particular university with a competitive field of study and affordable international outreach programs. Universities that can provide pathways to a quality international credential encourage Ukrainian freshmen to prefer schools with strong international partnerships. Internationalization of the Ukrainian academic agenda parallels the journey of many other countries in their roles as drivers for general reform of higher education. Without a motivating factor, national educational reform (in terms of streamlining credit transfer, institutional internal restructuring processes, etc.) is difficult to initiate and achieve. Internationalization, encompassing as it does the positioning of an institution within the global context, becomes a driver for general reform. Without this reform, internationalization is hindered by lost momentum-due to existing barriers in strategic planning, productive distribution of financial and human resources, and
